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Jenny Gilruth MSP  
Minister for Europe and International 
Development, 
Scottish Government  
 

The Scottish Parliament  
Edinburgh EH99 1SP  
Email: europe@parliament.scot  
 
 
 

 

BY E-MAIL  

 04 December 2020 
 
Dear Jenny,  
 
 
REVIEW OF THE INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY 
 
 
On behalf of the Committee, I would like to thank you for your evidence to the 
Committee on the review of the Scottish Government’s International Development 
strategy.   
 
In evidence to the Committee, you noted when discussing the consultation process of 
the review that a series of roundtable events were held and well attended by civil 
society stakeholders in Malawi, Rwanda and Zambia. Ms Jones said she would be 
able to provide more information on the stakeholders attending these events, including 
the numbers attending for each event. It would also be useful to know if participants  
were all able to have their voices heard and views recorded. The Committee looks 
forward to receiving this information. 
 
The Committee discussed with you the issue of funding allocations and welcomed the 
news that core funding for Scottish organisations will not be affected by the review. It 
would however be useful for the Committee to have access to a breakdown of the 
balance of spend in partner countries and organisations in Scotland to better 
understand how much is spent on administration costs and on supporting civil society 
in Scotland and partner countries.  The Committee would also welcome a clearer 
definition of what constitutes ‘administration costs’ and ‘core spend’ in this context. 
 
In regard to the COVID-19, you explained that the Scottish Government was able to 
ring-fence £2m which was awarded to UNICEF to provide support directly in partner 
countries. You also informed the Committee that you were able to respond rapidly to 
the pandemic crisis and be flexible with the Scottish Government’s current 
international development budget to award funding to organisations in partner 
countries to support them during the pandemic. You gave examples of some of the 
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funding awarded and the Committee would welcome a full list of the funds allocated to 
respond to the COVID-19 crisis. 
 
Lastly you stated that it is your intention, once the process of refreshing the strategy 
has concluded, to bring findings for the Scottish Parliament to consider. The 
Committee would welcome more information on the timescale for the final stages of 
the review and when you are planning to engage with the Committee about the findings 
of the refresh.  
 
The Committee would welcome a response on the matters raised in this letter by 
Monday 7 January 2021. 
 
Yours sincerely,  

 
Joan McAlpine MSP 
Convener, Culture, Tourism, Europe and External Affairs Committee 


